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Walking from the Cathedral down Chowringhi Road,
we may remember that the first footpath made in Cal-
cutta is the one on which we are walking, and that it is
not yet fifty years old. It was constructed in 1858,
on the site of an open drain. We pass the vast dep6t
of the Army and Navy Stores which will perhaps be
scarcely dwarfed even when the marble walls of the
Victoria Memorial Hall have sprung up on the Maidaji
westward of the Cathedral. It is a pity that so fine a
building, as the Army and Navy Stores undoubtedly is,
should have been defaced by the untidy erections on its
roof.
No. 33, Chowringhi Road, the present Bengal Club,
was, in a much altered condition, the residence of Lord
Macaulay in the days (1834) when he was Legal Member
of the Supreme Council. Here he wrote for the Edin-
burgh some of his most famous Essays and sent them
to be set up in type at the Englishman Press.* And
here he conceived that Educational policy which the late
Sir J. Seeley has so vigorously censured in his Expansion
of England.
Lord Macaulay's view is well expressed in a letter of
1838:—
"l Our English schools are flourishing wonderfully. We find it difficult—
indeed, in some places, impossible—to provide instruction for all who want it.
At the single town of Eooghly fourteen hundred boys are learning English.
The effect of this education is prodigious. No Hindoo who has received an,
English education ever remains sincerely attached to his religion. Some
continue to profess it as a matter of policy, but many profess themselvespure
deists, and some embrace Christianity. It is my firm belief that if our plans
of education are followed up, there will not be a single idolator among the
respectable classes in Bengal thirty years hence. And this will be effected
without any efforts to proselytise, without the smallest interference with reli-
gious liberty, merely by the natural operation of knowledge and reflection,
I heartily rejoice in the prospect" Life and Letters of Lord Macauhiy* VoLL
From the Calcutta Review of 1848 we cull:—
1' When Mr. Macaulay arrived here^Calcutta—as its wont is—rushed to bow
the knee to the new Baal. This sort of idolatry is enough of itself to turn the
head of any man, save one of simple manners and noble dignity of character.
Macaulay is not a man of simple manners—and we leave it to others to sayt
what traces of hospitality, benefit, kindness, or large disinterestedness he has
* See Daniel^ picture in the Victoria Memorial Collection,
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